
BBBllleeeeeedddiiinnnggg   OOOrrraaannngggeee 

Issue  6  February 20, 2015 

Jacket Nation 

Scholar Foundation 
By: R. Bass and S. Simmons 

 

The Jacket Nation Scholarship 

Foundation is a scholarship organi-

zation that was started through the 

counselor’s office in 2007. Elysian 

Fields HS had a dream of one day 

giving every graduating senior go-

ing to a university, junior college, or 

technical school, a $500 scholar-

ship.  

“The foundation raises money for 

every graduating student to go to 

college and attend the school,” 

Janice Swilley said.  

This year, Mrs. Swilley and Mrs. 

Deaton set the 5th Annual steak 

dinner and silent auction for Febru-

ary 23, 2015 at the Marshall con-

vention center.  

“It is very near and dear to my heart 

because the Jacket Nation Scholar-

ship Foundation was started while I 

worked in the counselor’s office 

with Mrs. Lynda Lee,” Mrs. Deaton 

said. 

Tickets are on sale now. Each ticket 

buys dinner for two and costs $100. 

Each ticket bought earns the pur-

chaser a chance to be in the drawing 

for several prizes, including a $5000 

grand prize.  A silent auction will 

also be held before the dinner.  

Senior Deadlines Approach 

By: K. Ryan 

 

Spring is approaching! For seniors, 

that means the end is near and the 

beginning of their future begins. But 

as the end of school is approaching, 

so are the deadlines. ACT, scholar-

ships, and ordering everything for 

graduation is coming up very fast, 

and the best way to be prepared is 

by making a priority list. 

The first item on the priority list is 

one of the most important: ACT and 

SAT deadlines. If college is some-

thing a student is looking forward 

to, then the ACT and SAT are the 

exams to take. These two tests are 

used by colleges to determine eligi-

bility, scholarship eligibility and to 

see if certain tuition fees can be 

waved. Certain colleges prefer the 

ACT to the SAT and vice versa. The 

remaining ACT deadlines are March 

13th for the April 18th test and May 

8th for the June 13th test. For more 

information regarding the ACT, go 

to www.actstudent.org/start. The 

deadlines for the SAT are April 6th 

for the test on May 2nd and May 8th 

for the June 6th test. Register at 

sat.org/register. 

The next important thing on a check 

list is scholarships. The counselor’s 

page on the school’s web page has a 

list of all the local scholarships with 

deadlines ranging from March to 

June. To find the counselor’s page 

go to www.efisd.net and click on 

high school and then click on the 

counselor’s corner. 

The last thing to remember is to 

order a yearbook and to make final 

payments on ads, Balfour merchan-

dise, and to take senior pictures if 

that applies. Graduation night is 

May 29th, and prepping for gradua-

tion is one of the most important 

things. Make sure to make invita-

tions, buy a suitable outfit for the 

evening that is not too bright or too 

dark since the gown is white and to 

write lots of thank you notes! 

 

Student council helps out 

homeless shelter in Shreveport 

By: L. Deramee 

 

Student council plans on helping the 

Shreveport homeless shelter this 

spring. Members attended orienta-

tion to become official volunteers 

on Saturday, February 7th. 

Everyone that went to the orienta-

tion plans to help out somehow in 

some way. 

“I think it’s really cool that they 

incorporate religion into their activi-

ties list,” junior Lexie Aaron said. “I 

think it will be fun to go back and 

help out.” 

At orientation, the student council 

saw where the homeless receive 

their dental and medical examina-

tions. 

“I think it’s good for people to have 

opportunities that they wouldn’t 

have otherwise,” Lexie said. 

The student council member also 

saw where the recreational areas 

provided for the homeless, which 

included a “living room” and a chil-

dren’s play area. 

“I want to help the homeless have a 

better life,” junior Andrew Wise 

said. “I thought it was very interest-

ing.” 

Student council plans to be active 

with the homeless shelter. They will 

serve at the shelter’s multiple loca-

tions and hope to hold a donation 

drive at the school. More details 

about the donation drive will be 

released in the spring. 

 

67
th

 Annual Area  

FFA Convention 

By: A.Gooch 

 

Area Six’ FFA Convention is to be 

held on February 23rd at Mount 

Pleasant High School. 

Convention will begin at 2:30 p.m. 

with the presentation of the flags 

and will consist of many different 

orders of business such as electing a 

new Area President, installing a new 

Area Officer team, selecting a relent 

team to compete at the state level 

and much more. 

“Each of the four districts in our 

area has elected two Area Officers 

to serve for the 2015-2016 year and, 

at convention, each of the Area 

Officers will deliver a speech to 

determine who will be the new Area 

President.” Tony Aguilar, 2014-

2015 Area President said. “The 

voting delegates will listen to all of 

the speeches and cast their votes to 

determine who will lead the area for 

the next year.” 

Following the Area Officer speech-

es, each of the district talent team 

winners will compete to find out 

who will compete at the state level 

this summer. 

“Each talent team has eight minutes 

to present their talent.” Keaton Da-

vis, Area Vice President said. “We 

always have a wide variety of talent. 

This year we have singers, bands 

and a Michael Jackson impersona-

tor.” 

After the last order of business is 

conducted, results for talent teams 

and Area president will be an-

nounced and the new Area Officer 

team will be installed. 

“Convention this year is going to be 

a ton of fun. The talent is great and 

the candidates for Area President 

are all very talented.” Brooke Den-

ton, Area Secretary said. “We have 

a lot to look forward to and I am 

very excited for February 23rd.”  

http://www.actstudent.org/start
http://www.efisd.net/


BBBllleeeeeedddiiinnnggg   OOOrrraaannngggeee 

Issue  6  February 20, 2015 

EFSN 
Elysian Fields Sports Network 

 

Playoff to Payoff 

By: H. Torbor and R. Johnson 

 

The boys basketball team is prepar-

ing to battle for a spot in the 

playoffs. The game will be against 

Sabine but held in New Diana. 

The boys are going into the game 

with specific mindsets. 

“I am going in with an aggressive 

attitude so we can get a chance in 

the playoffs,” junior Ryan Storey 

said. 

To want a playoff spot, you have to 

play hard and be determined when 

you play. 

“I’m very determined to win be-

cause it will be the first time we 

have gone to playoffs in 4 years,” 

junior Brevin Manning said.  

To win the game, you have to have 

a goal to set up. One team member 

has his personal goal set. 

“[I will get] the team krunk and 

ready and also be a team leader as a 

sophomore,” sophomore Sharay 

Ratliffe said. 

The boys play tonight at 6:30. 

 
 

Elysian Fields  

Wood Bat Tournament 

By: M. Farmer and A. Gay 

 

The Jacket Baseball team is in for a 

great season with the new and re-

turning players, which includes 

some great seniors, on varsity! 

Coming up on March 5th, 6th, and 

7th is the wood bat tournament. 

When asked what their favorite part 

of the wood bat tournament was, 

Senior Kyle Bryan, says  He enjoys 

playing in front of the whole school. 

Schools including Waskom, Linden 

Kildare, Hughes Springs, and many 

others come to compete in the tour-

nament. 

When asked what the seniors could 

expect from their last season of high 

school baseball, Head Coach, Sean 

Struwe had some words of advice, 

“They’ll get what they put in”. 

Struwe said.  

This 2015 baseball season is going 

to be a good one for the Elysian 

Fields Yellow Jackets, so make sure 

you come and check them out.  

Team Captain Maddy 

By: R. Harris 

 

Maddy stands at the free throw line. 

She takes a breath, looks at the bas-

ket, and takes the shot. She makes 

it, earning her team a point. 

Madison Spears, or Maddy, is team 

captain of the basketball team. The 

team is 9-1 in district and has made 

the playoffs. All of the girls feel that 

Maddy is a great team captain. 

 “I don’t really do much other than 

go to the middle of the court at the 

beginning of the game. We all lead 

in different ways and it all helps.” 

Maddy said.  

Maddy plays wing and really con-

tributes to the team. Being team 

captain is a huge responsibility. 

 “Because you have to lead by ex-

ample so when I get frustrated I 

can’t let it show.” Maddy said. She 

really does a great job of accom-

plishing her duties. 

She is also a great team player.  

“I play with the other four people on 

the court. You can’t win a game 

with just one person and I try to 

think about that every time I get on 

the court. And I think we all do that 

well. That’s why four of the starting 

five are ranked for assists in all East 

Texas. We try to get the best shot 

possible, even if it isn’t our own.” 

Maddy said.  

Maddy contributes a lot to the team 

and plans on leading the team into 

playoffs strong and ready. Good 

luck to the Lady Jackets.  

The Freshman All-star,  

Frankazia Boyd 
By: L.Broussard. 

 

“Get out! Get out! Get out!” yelled 

Coach Kelley as Frankazia Boyd 

stepped out and approached the net, 

ending with a Happy Birthday to the 

other team. 

“Frankazia is a D1 Caliver athlete, 

with a lot of potential and a big 

heart,” Candy Kelley, head volley-

ball coach said.  

Frankie, as most people call 

Frankazia, is a star athlete. As a 

freshman, she has already accom-

plished great things, not only in 

volleyball, but basketball too.  

“She still has a lot of growing up to 

do, but she has come a long way 

and she’s headed in the right direc-

tion,” Coach Kelley said.  

Being a big star has its downfalls. 

They’ll always have negative com-

ments. People will get jealous. Be-

ing as young as Frankie is, people 

underestimate her all the time. 

“Not everyone likes me and not 

everyone sees the potential in me, 

but that doesn’t affect me. It only 

makes me work harder just to prove 

them wrong,” Frankie says. 

Not everyone doubts Frankie 

though. 

“I have high expectations and ex-

pect her to go far,” Coach Kelley 

and Coach Reed both say. 

Frankazia Boyd may be a freshman, 

but she does not play like one. This 

season she has been a big help to 

bring the basketball team as far as 

they are right now. 

“I’m not the best I can be, but I’m 

constantly working harder to the 

best of my abilities. My goal is to be 

a team leader,” Frankie said.  

 

The Jacket  
Spotlight 

 

Fellowship of  

Christian Anybodies 

By: K.Braden 

 

A student sits at the back of Coach 

Commander’s room. He quietly eats 

his lunch and watches the other 
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people in the classroom laugh and 

talk. The environment is calm and 

fun. The student at the front of the 

room calls for everyone’s attention 

and they bow their heads to pray. 

This is a typical Fellowship of 

Christian Athletes, or FCA meeting 

looks like. FCA has meetings every 

week and a breakfast once a month 

in honor of sports and various activ-

ities. 

“We do community activities and 

enjoy every God thing,” sophomore 

Sarah Findley said. 

Sarah, also known as Fin, is a FCA 

leader, along with sophomores 

Christy Braden, Klayton Bryan, 

Colton Gooch, Casey McMullen 

and senior Katie Braden. This is the 

sophomores first year as leaders. 

“Being a leader is a chance for me 

to stand in front of people and speak 

publicly about my faith,” Klayton 

said. 

That is what FCA is at the core a 

place for students to come and talk 

about their faith and their love for 

the Lord. Many people believe that 

you have to be an athlete to be a 

member of FCA. That is not true; 

FCA is for anyone who wants to 

join. Athlete or not. 

“FCA is for anyone,” Christy said 

“We want to have people there that 

want to talk about Jesus” 

FCA leaders each have a favorite 

memory. Fin loved Christmas carol-

ing and everyone avoiding the high 

notes. Klayton’s is inspired by a 

weekly tradition. 

“My favorite memory from FCA is 

when Katie Braden adopted the 

POWERCLAP” Klayton said. “At 

the end of every meeting Katie 

counts down from 3. At 1, eve-

ry[one] claps at the same time. 

Katie gets so excited every time we 

do it!” 

FCA meets every Thursday in 

Coach Commander’s room at lunch. 

Everyone is welcome! For more 

information ask a leader. 

Bowlinger comfy in first chair 

By: M.Fitzgerald 

 

She sits going over her music, nerv-

ously. They called her name, “Bri-

anna Bowlinger” and she goes in for 

her test. After what seems like for-

ever, they finally put the results up. 

Nervously, she scans the list and 

sees her name next to “first chair.” 

She jumps for joy. 

Brianna loves to come to school to 

see her friends and play her 

flute/piccolo. She also has interests 

outside of school. 

“I love to read books and watch 

Nexflix,” Brianna said. “Food is 

life.”  

She enjoys going to Spanish and 

Mrs. Parker’s class and is currently 

single. 

“Food was my Valentine!” Brianna 

said.  

She loves hot fries and the color red, 

and she really loves band. 

“I love marching season the most.” 

Brianna said.  

Chair tests are some of her favorite 

high school memories so far. 

Christy Corliss is ready 

  for V.A.S.E. 

By: A.Giddens 

She breathes deeply, trying to calm 

her nerves. She smiles nervously 

and taps her fingers behind her back 

as the judge closely judges her art-

work.  

Christy Corliss gets nervous about 

having her art judged at V.A.S.E., 

but she still loves to compete in the 

UIL competition. 

“The judging process is a little 

nerve racking. You go into the 

classroom where your judge is, and 

you present your artwork and an-

swer any questions they ask while 

they critique your piece. The inter-

view usually lasts for 8 or 10 mi-

nute, but it can last longer if your 

judge has more questions or is very 

interested.” Christy said. 

Christy’s artwork for V.A.S.E. is a 

3D mixed-media piece called “The 

Spider Trap”. It has a painting of a 

silhouette figure coming out of a 

fog. 

“I decided to give the background a 

twist by sewing jewelry string into 

the canvas, creating a spider web,” 

Christy said. “Then I have plastered 

arms coming out of the canvas with 

strings coming from its fingertips 

holding a puppet. This whole piece 

represents the tight grip that the 

world has on us.”  

Christy loves the competition, but 

she also really likes meeting fellow 

artists and making new friends. 

“Every year I see new people, and 

people who have been at V.A.S.E. 

before. At V.A.S.E. we just sit 

around waiting to have our inter-

view time so we can have our art 

judged. So I talk to many different 

people and make new friends every 

year. It’s really fun experience, and 

I hope to go every year,”  

The V.A.S.E. competition will be 

held on Saturday, February 21. 

Senior Future Plans 

By: K. Draper 

 

The seniors of 2015 are getting 

ready to graduate, and of course, 

they have big plans for their future. 

Since the seniors are getting close to 

graduation, some have made plans 

to attend the college of their choice. 

“I want to attend Christ for the Na-

tions Institute to get my Bachelors 

in Practical Ministry with a focus in 

Youth Ministries,” Katie Braden 

said. 

Shantel Ephraim plans on attending 

Panola to be helpful. 

“I want to go for nursing. It’s close 

to home, so just in case something 

happens, I have family around me,” 

Shantel said. 

If you want to see our seniors of 

2015 graduate, arrive at the Mar-

shall Civic Center May 29th at 

7:00pm. 

The Jackets 
Speak Out 

 

Black History Month 

By: K. Mosely 

 

Black history month, also known as 

African American history month in 

America, is an annual celebration. It 

promotes remembrance of important 

people and events of African Amer-

ican history 
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There may not be slavery in Ameri-

ca today, but racism still exists. 

Mrs. Betty Jerniagan, a former su-

perintendent, was the baby out of 12 

brothers and sisters. Her parents 

were so old that many things she 

learned now, she had to teacher 

herself. Mrs. Betty can remember 

when kids, and even the teachers, 

used to make fun of her until one 

day, when the teacher put a different 

algebra equation on the board for 

homework .The next day, the teach-

er offered someone to come to the 

bored and solve the problem. 

“It was the grace of God that helped 

me with that algebra problem, I had 

a dream about it,” Mrs. Betty said.  

With courage, she went up to the 

board and got the problem correct. 

Ever since then, everybody, even 

the honor students, wanted Mrs. 

Betty to help them with their school 

work. Mrs. Betty had to prove her-

self; she had to work her way up 

just like Martin Luther King Jr., 

Harriet Tubman, and other well-

known African Americans. It took a 

lot of bravery for Rosa Parks to sit 

in front of the bus. After many 

deaths and attempts to fight for 

freedom, we are far from the past. 

Now, we look back at the past to see 

how far we come. The future is in 

the hands of the young people to 

make the changes.  

“I believe it’s important for every-

body to celebrate black history 

month; it doesn’t matter what race 

you are” my mother, Etta Jernigan, 

said. “Stop waiting for things to 

happen go out and make them hap-

pen.” 

Memoirs of a Senior 

By: F. Harris and A. Ellis 

 

“Almost out of here, almost out of 

here. Only a few more… months…” 

seniors think as they roam the halls. 

As the day drags on, seniors think 

back to morning time. 

“I hope nobody knows that I’m 

wearing my grandma’s pants…” 

said one female senior. 

Seniors try to motivate themselves 

to get through the day. 

“I only have 100 days left!” says 

excited senior. “I don’t see PDA in 

the hallway” says another. 

They discuss their dislikes of this 

wonderful establishment. 

“Germs! Germs everywhere!” says 

one worried senior. “There is so 

much stuff that I dislike that I can’t 

even explain,” says one… unfortu-

nate senior. 

Seniors also converse about their 

plans after high school.  

“I’m happy to leave, of course. It’s 

real fun to walk away,” says one 

confident senior. “ Maybe I don’t 

know ..I’ll go to the airforce?” says 

the unfortunate senior. 

February Students 

 of the Month 
By: K. Ryan 

 

 
The female student of the month for 

February is Madison Spears, or 

Maddy. Maddy is the daughter of 

Steve and Brandy Spears. She is a 

member of FCA and NHS (National 

Honor Society). Maddy is the 3rd 

baseman for the varsity softball 

team and is the captain for the Lady 

Jacket Varsity Basketball Team. 

Maddy plans to attend Northwestern 

State University and wants to pur-

sue a career in occupational therapy. 

 

The male student of the month for 

February is Haden Simmons. Haden 

is the son of Julie and Ronnie Sim-

mons. He is a member of FCA, 

NHS, and Student Council. Haden 

is also the reporter for FFA. He is 

the 3rd baseman and starting pitcher 

on the Jackets Varsity Baseball 

Team. Haden is also involved in 

U.I.L. and competes in the science 

division and calculator mathematics. 

He is a member of the sporting 

clays team and the fishing club, and 

he plans to attend Texas A&M 

where he will pursue a career as a 

chemical engineer. 

Jack and Jackie 

Who are Jack and Jackie? 

 -Curious sophomore 

Jackie: Really….Beyonce duh. 

Jack: Jack Black, couldn’t you tell 

with my righteous answers of awe-

someness? 

We have a new kitten at home do 

y’all know how to train kittens to go 

potty outside?  

  -Cat crusader 

Jackie: Unless you live on a sandy 

dirt road, it’s going to be almost 

impossible. 

Jack: As soon as you wake up, take 

the kitten outside, keep an eye on it 

all day, and take it outside when it 

needs to go. Take it outside before 

bed, too so it will learn to go out-

side. 

How many rounds do you think 

baseball will go in playoffs? 

-Interested senior 

Jackie: As long as they are dedicat-

ed I think they’ll go far. 

Jack: We have a lot of talented 

seniors in baseball this year, and 

that group always does well. I think 

they will go far. 

 

Have a question for Jack and 

Jackie?  Leave it in the box on 

the newspaper stand or drop it 

by Mrs. Ware’s classroom.  It 

might be in the next issue of 

Bleeding Orange! 

 


